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for our support. Most all West Virginia groups and 
associations have now returned to The Greenbrier 
to support its West Virginia owners who have 
invested to save this West Virginia treasure. How 
many times have you been told by out-of-state 
people: “Oh, I have been to The Greenbrier.” I 
always respond to them that all the hotels in West 
Virginia are just like that, so come back soon.

Secondly, we have top-notch speakers speaking 
on relevant issues to you, your state, and your 
practice. But finally, come to this meeting for 
the valuable social interaction of this venerable 
voluntary bar association.  We have adapted and 
survived for 124 years because of this strong 
connection of our lawyers.  While we remain the 
non-mandatory bar, we have been involved in 
every aspect of law in West Virginia since 1886 
including: the regulation of the profession by the 
Supreme Court; the formulation of the law school; 
better pay for judges; the independent status of the 
Judicial Branch; the formation of the mandatory 
bar; self-discipline of the bar; and mandatory CLE. 
There is an important role for the voluntary bar, 
come home to The Greenbrier and be a part of it on 
August 12-14, 2010.

This is an unabashed sales 
pitch to you.  Come home 
to The Greenbrier August 
12-14, 2010 for the 124th 
meeting of our voluntary bar 
association. I get no free room, 
no commission and no other 
perks for this sales pitch, but 
I want to convince you to 
attend. First, The Greenbrier is 
one of West Virginia’s classic 
historical properties and it is on 

the rise and doing what our own association has done — 
adapting and seeking to improve itself as times change. 
It will have a Monte Carlo style underground casino 
hidden under the surface of the main entrance with new 
restaurants and high-end shops. I am told it will all be 
melded into the old style of The Greenbrier by Carleton 
Varney, the former protégé of the very architect of The 
Greenbrier style, Dorothy Draper. Additionally, the 
98-year-old Scottish style Old White Golf Course has 
been extensively remodeled to host The Greenbrier 
Classic, a Fed-Ex PGA event happening just two weeks 
before our meeting. The old is all new, and all with a 
fresh outlook.

This classic hotel, home to many of our meetings in the 
past, has given us a favorable room rate in exchange 
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8th Annual Conference at Stonewall

Richard E. Ford, Jr., President of the Real Estate 
Lawyers Division

The 2010 Real Estate Law Conference hosted by the Real Estate 
Law Division of the West Virginia Bar Association and exclusively 
sponsored by First American Title Insurance Company was held 
on Saturday, May 1, 2010, at Stonewall Resort in Roanoke, West 
Virginia. The seminar was attended by 40+ real estate lawyers 
and drew the second largest crowd in the history of the Real 
Estate Conference. 
 
The Continuing Legal Education programs at this year’s conference 
were exceptionally outstanding.  Ruth Dillingham, Special Counsel 
for First American Title Insurance Company, provided a line by 
line review of RESPA guidelines and new HUD-1 geared for 
lawyers. Robert Newton, CPA, CVA, from Suttle & Stalnaker, 
PLLC, provided an excellent nuts and bolts discussion of real estate 
taxation issues with an emphasis on 1031 exchanges. Christopher 
R. Arthur, of Samuel L. White, PC, provided real insight relating to 
legislative initiatives and common misconceptions related to loss 
mitigation in light of today’s very active foreclosure market.

Dean John W. Fisher II, of the WVU College of Law, did his usual 
masterful job of reporting on current developments in the law 
relating to real estate law practice and Andy Miller, the Godfather 
of the Real Estate Division, again did an outstanding job in leading 
a roundtable discussion touching on a wide variety of substantive 
as well as administrative points in practice.

This year’s seminar included the Second Annual Real Estate 
Division Kentucky Derby Party, complete with betting window and 
ladies hat contest. Julie Haynes, Judy Fisher and Bob Howell took 
home  the win, place and show purses in the derby pool, and Sherry 
Miller, of Huntington, won the First Annual Real Estate Law 
Division Kentucky Derby Ladies Hat Contest. Next year’s Derby 
festivities and Hat Contest promise to be bigger and better! 

All in all, the seminar was a GREAT success, both substantively 
and socially. On behalf of all attendees, I wish to extend a special 
thanks to Pryce Haynes and Frema Wilson for putting it all together 
and to each of the presenters who did excellent jobs and an extra 
special thank you to Laura Wareheim and First American Title 
Insurance Company for their continued generous sponsorship 
of this annual conference.

Held by Real Estate Lawyers

Seminar presenter Bob Newton, CPA, CVA, Member and Director of the Tax Department of Suttle & 
Stalnaker, PLLC, receiving copy of The WVBA’s history book from Rich Ford, President of the Real 

Estate Lawyers Division.

Kentucky Derby hat contestants: Patti Ford, Judy Fisher, Julie Haynes, Nancy Trudel and Sherry Miller.

Bob and Phyllis Howell

Susie Fisher and Laura Wareheim Judy Fisher takes home her winnings for the show horse, 
Ice Box.

The winner is ... Julie Haynes, with the Win 
Ticket on Super Saver!



(Continued on page 6)
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Rob Fisher and Bob HowellTom Klein and Patti Ford

Rich Ford, President of The WVBA’s Real Estate 
Division, presenting a WVBA tote bag to seminar 
presenter, John Fisher, former Dean of the WVU 

College of Law.

Andy Miller, former President of the Real Estate Lawyers Division and current 
member of The WVBA’s Executive Council, presenting WVBA history book to Ruth 

Dillingham, seminar presenter from First American Title Insurance Company.Sherry Miller receives the winning prize for her creative custom hat 
design presented by Rich Ford.

Dave Pill with Scott Ruley, Agency Representative for First 
American Title Insurance Company.

Rich Ford, President of The WVBA’s Real Estate Division, 
presenting a WVBA history book to seminar presenter Chris Arthur.

Real Estate Lawyers Division 2010 Spring Conference
 at Stonewall Resort

Frema and Joe WilsonJohn and Susie Fisher Pat and Harold BrewsterRich and Patti Ford



Julie Haynes, Laura Wareheim and Ruth 
Dillingham relaxing by the fire pit after dinner.

Bob Howell collects his show bet on Paddy 
O’Prado from betting teller, Joe Wilson.

And, they’re OFF !!

Ruth and Bob DillinghamBob Howell with John DorseyAlison and Pat Deem

Nancy Trudel, Rich Ford and Fabio Crichigno

8th Annual Conference at Stonewall
(Continued from page 4)

Rich and Patti FordJudy Fisher Pryce and Julie HaynesSherry and Andy Miller
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	 July 28, 2010	 After the Bar Exam Party
		  Location to be determined
		  Charleston, WV

	 August 12-14, 2010	 124th Annual Meeting 
		  (6 CLE credits available)								      
		  The Greenbrier Resort
		  White Sulphur Springs, WV
		
	 Fall 2010	 YLD Legal Ease - Pig Roast 
		  (1 CLE credit available)

		  Edgewood Country Club
		  Charleston, WV

2010 Event Schedule

First American Title Insurance Company

735 Main Street, Barboursville, WV 25504
Telephone: 304-736-1111 | Fax: 304-736-1104

A Symbol 
of Protection

Laura Wareheim Vice-President and State Manager of West Virginia

The First American 
Eagle Protection Policy 
   It covers more than you can imagine.



discussion of the WV Board of Pharmacy Controlled Substance 
Program and how it can help the healthcare provider; emergency 
room medicine and risk management. These timely and relevant 
topics extremely well delivered by select experts were ingredients 
for another terrific medical legal conference. Our LNC Division 
continues to shine brightly and add to the value of The WVBA.
A special thanks to the following sponsors who helped make this 
significant conference possible:  Bailey & Wyant P.L.L.C.; 
Forensic Psychiatry, PLLC, Bobby A. Miller II, MD; Steptoe & 
Johnson PLLC; West Virginia Mutual Insurance Company!
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2010 Legal Nurse Consultants Division for 
Medical Legal Conference a Success!

The WVBA’s LNC Division hosted their 6th Annual Medical Legal 
Conference on May 21, 2010 at the Charleston Marriott. Libby 
Bridgeman, President of the LNC Division, coordinated the 
seminar agenda and recruited the sponsors for this outstanding 
event. We are grateful to Libby for her dedication and 
commitment to excellence in organizing yet another superb 
conference.  Among the pertinent subjects covered during this 
conference were updates on HIPAA, PHRs and the impact of 
Social Media; risk management in the professional arena; a review 
of the changes and practice in medicine – past, present and future; 

Karen Huff, national President of the American Association of Legal Nurse Consultants and Past 
President of The WVBA LNC Division, presents Michael O’Neil, Pharm. D., a WVBA history book for 

his seminar presentation.

Cheryl Payton presenting Andy Malinosky, Director 
of Marketing for WV Mutual Insurance Co., an 

honorarium for his seminar presentation.

LNC Division President Libby Bridgeman 
presenting Past President Karen Huff an 

honorarium for Karen’s Seminar Presentation.

Bob Coffield, Member of Flaherty, Sensabaugh & 
Bonasso, PLLC, receiving his seminar honorarium 

from Jama Whitaker, LNC Division member.

Amy Douglas, LNC Division member, 
presenting Steve Nathanson, MD, LTC USAF 

his seminar presentation honorarium.

Ron Stollings, MD, speaks on The Practice and Art of Medicine. LNC Division’s 2010 6th Annual Medical Legal Conference at the Charleston Marriott.6



The Communique
The Official Newsletter of The West Virginia Bar Association

The Communique
The Official Newsletter of The West Virginia Bar Association

Play where the
Pros Play!
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Keynote Speakers

        Bob ReynoldsJoe Manchin, III
Governor of West Virginia CEO, Putnam Funds

124th 

Annual Meeting

www.wvbarassociation.org • (800) 944-9822
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Bob Allen receiving his WV Bar Fellows 
award from John Tinney.

John Tinney presenting Dean Joyce McConnell 
her WV Bar Fellows recognition.

Anita Casey receives her WV Bar Fellows 
award from John Tinney.

WV Bar Foundation 
WVBA Members Inducted
Congratulations to the following WVBA members who became WV Bar Foundation 
Fellows at the Twelfth Annual Bar Foundation Fellows Dinner on April 29, 2010: 

•  Robert B. Allen		  •  Hon. Gary L. Johnson	
•  Richard J. Bolen		  •  Dean Joyce E. McConnell	
•  Anita R. Casey		  •  Charles S. Piccirilo	
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Tom Piccirillo receiving his WV Bar Fellows 
recognition from John Tinney.

John Tinney presenting Judge Tom Steptoe his WV 
Bar Fellows recognition.

Dick Bolen receiving his WV Bar Fellows recognition 
from John Tinney.

Judge Gary Johnson being recognized by John Tinney.
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10/19/09	 Robert M. Richardson	 Bluefield, WV
12/17/09	 Stanley E. Preiser	 Boca Raton, FL
01/01/10	 Chauncey H. Browning, Jr.	Charleston, WV
01/13/10	 Jack S. Francis	 New Martinsburg, WV
01/23/10	 Robert L. Godbey	 Huntington, WV
02/02/10	 W. Hale Watkins	 Columbus, OH
02/27/10	 Gene Carte	 Charleston, WV
02/28/10	 Cindy Goddard Strope	 Jacksonville, NC
03/06/10	 James Randall Duncan	 Pittsburgh, PA
03/18/10	 John J. Cowan	 Greenville, SC
04/19/10	 John N. Charnock, Jr.	 Charleston, WV
04/21/10	 Stephen P. Goodwin	 Morgantown, WV
04/25/10	 Brent E. Beveridge	 Fairmont, WV
04/27/10	 David M. Baker	 Huntington, WV
05/01/10	 Donald T. Caruth	 Bluefield, WV
05/04/10	 Norman E. Rood	 Huntington, WV
05/21/10	 Julia Karen Shreve	 Charleston, WV

In Remembrance

Get your copy of “Raising the Bar” today! 

This attractive 200 page, full color edition recounts the history of the 
WVBA from its beginning in 1886 to 2007.  It makes a great gift and 
serves as an ideal addition to your library or den. Hurry as copies are 
limited! Cost is $35.00 for members and $45.00 for non-members.

Volume discounts available!
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PHA
Pryce Haynes Associates

1-800-944-9822
www.PHAweb.com • PHA@PHAweb.com

Reputation for 
Excellence

Serving the legal profession 

in West Virginia for more than 40 years. 

Providing attorneys, their families and 

employees with quality insurance and 

investment products built on a solid foundation 

and reputation of delivering on our word.

Employee Benefit Programs
Sales & Structured Settlements

INSURANCE 

Life
Disability

Health
Long Term Care

INVESTMENTS

Profit Sharing
Mutual Funds
401(k) Plans

IRAs
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10th Annual Bench & Bar SeminarEdgewood

The Charleston Marriott was the venue for the 2010 Bench & Bar 
Seminar and Reception co-hosted by the Young Lawyers Division 
and the Kanawha County Bar Association. Jessica Alsop, President 
of the YLD and Ashley French, President of the KCBA, organized 
another successful Bench & Bar event.  Justice Thomas E. McHugh 
with Judges O.C. Spaulding, Tod J. Kaufman and Jack Alsop made 
up the panel of jurists who shared their advice on state  court 
appearances and current prominent legal topics in West Virginia.  

Following this panel discussion, a reception was held.

A special expression of gratitude to the following sponsors that 
helped make this event possible: Allen Guthrie & Thomas, PLLC; 
Bowles Rice McDavid Graff & Love, LLP; Huddleston Bolen 
LLP; Jackson Kelly PLLC; Martin & Seibert, L.C.; Robinson & 
McElwee PLLC; Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC and The Segal Law 
Firm.

Anders LindbergJim Brown III

Justice McHugh, Judge Alsop, Jessica Alsop, Ashley French, Judge Spaulding and Judge Kaufman

Steve Chambers, Steve Crislip, David and Cindy Barnette, Chris Smith

WVBA Young Lawyers Division & 
Kanawha County Bar Association Co-Host the Event.

David Barnette and Mary SandersGerald Titus III and Dee Price

Doug Crouse, Ryan Voelker, Elizabeth Amandus and Grady Ford
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Vince King and Charles JohnsonDee Price and Robert Goldberg

David Griffith, Mimi and Tyler DinsmoreJim St Clair and Judge Spaulding
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Joel Symonds, Ronda Harvey and Courtney KirtleyKen Tawney, Pryce Haynes II and Nate Tawney

Peter Raupp, Jase Goins, Anders Lindberg and Larry George

Beth Lord, Samme Gee and Lindsay DarlingJohn Palmer and Judge Kaufman

David Stuart and Rusty WebbJohn Carr and Pryce Haynes III

John Little and Sharon LordJohn Hoblitzell and Justice McHugh
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Stephen Bupp, David Griffith, Bill Hamb and Chris Hamb

Judge Kaufman with Chris and Bill Hamb

Greg Neil, Dan Lattanzi, Matt and Mary Claire Davis
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Be pampered...
you deserve it!

The WVBA Web Site Notice
Have you visited The WVBA’s web site lately? If not, you should do so. You will 
find many informative matters, such as meeting and event dates and agendas.

Need CLE?

The WVBA web site has a menu of enlightening and timely legal topics!

  check it out at:  www.wvbarassociation.org/training.asp


